Spastics 


Student 
leader’s 
support 


S®TREVOR Phillips, 
President of the National 
Union of Students, signs 
the ‘Save a Baby’ petition 
book, which bears the 
names of distinguished and 
influential people from all 
_walks of life. 
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lion signatures. 


Election. 


day, May 17. 


YEARS of disappoint- 
ment. frustration and effort 
are forgotten as the pride 
and pleasure of achieve- 
ment is reflected in the 
faces of the three main 
prizewinners at the 
Society’s Achievement 
Award presentation, 

The silver cup and £250 
cheque for the: Achieve- 
ment of the Year went to 


Ken Smith, 28, from Dur- 
ham, while Dublin-born 
Catriona McLellan won 


the second prize of £50. 
Tom Gair, aged 60, 
Northumberland, received 
the £25 third. prize. 

The stories of their en- 
deavours, and those of 
their seven fellow finalists, 
are told on Pages 2 and 3. 


of 


petition 


AS the political parties urge the country to 
the polls in one of the most dramatic and 
intensely fought General Election campaigns 
in years, the petition in support of The Spas- 
tics Society’s own campaign demanding a 
better deal for Britain’s babies draws to a 
close with the final total approaching a mil- 


And one of the first items the newly-elec- 
ted MP’s will hear after the Queen’s Speech 
is the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign petition which 
will be presented to the House by MP’s 
Lewis Carter-Jones and Linda Chalker, both 
of whom are expected to be returned at the 


After the May 3 Election, the House is recalled 
on May 9 and reassembles on May 15 to hear the 
Queen’s Speech. The following day, the Society pre- 
sents the petition calling for Government action to 
save babies from needless handicap, to the two MP’s 
outside the Palace of Westminster. 5 

The petition will be read to the Commons after 
the Prayers, which open the day’s business on Fri- 
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The proud smiles 
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i Security and hope for a 
little girl from Vi 


@ A happy smile radi- 
ates from 11-year-old 
Do Thi Mai. No one 
meeting her today 
would guess at the ap- 
palling misery this little 
girl once knew—aban- 
doned -in a street in 
Vietnam, and then left 
to die on an orphanage 
floor with little food 
and no medical care. 

Mai was one of the 


of achievement 


Your child’s chance to attend the 
party of the year 


THE main celebration 
in connection with the 
International Year of 
the Child is to be the 
Great Children’s Party, 
to be held in London’s 
Hyde Park on May 30 
and May 31, and your 
child could be there. 
Everything that any 
child would hope to find 
at a party will be there, 
including the biggest jelly 
in the world. Events 


include the cooking of a 
sausage over half a mile 
long. There'll be clowns, 
marching bands, races and 
games. Royal guests of 
honour will be there too. 
The Queen Mother will be 
there on the afternoon of 
the first day and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Anne 
on the second day. 

Also on the afternoon 


of the first day there will 
be-a sing song organised 
by the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics, which will be 


filmed by Thames Tele- 
vision. 

The Great Children’s 
Party is being run by 


young people for young 
people. The east side of 
Hyde Park will be trans- 
formed into a_ huge 


enclosure with a full-size 
arena, a circus tent seat- 
ing 2,500, a village, various 
performance areas, band- 
stands and playgrounds. 

Entertainment will be 
provided by the “Kings 
Troop, Royal Horse 
Artillery, the Mounted 
Band of the Household 
Cavalry, the Bands of the 
Welsh Guards and_ the 
Coldstream Guards, along 
with the National Youth 
Jazz Orchestra and the 


Cont. on Page 12 


lucky ones, airlifted to 
safety as Saigon fell, 
and surrounded now 
by warmth and laugh- 
ter, and best of all 
love, at The Spastics 
Society’s Ingfield 
Manor School in Sus- 
sex. Mai and five other 
spastic children saved 


with her were the 
lucky ones, but Viet- 
nam’s misery — con- 
tinues. 


It is four years since Mai 
came to start her new life 
in England and now Spas- 
tics News has prepared an 
up-to-date progress report 
on her and the other spas- 
tic children from Saigon. 
Read about them on Pages 


He made 
her day 


SOME mothers do have 
*em—loving sons, that 
is ...as Mary Ber- 
wick discovered when 
she picked up the local 
paper on Mothering 
Sunday. For the Sun- 
day Mercury’s Mum of 
the Day competition 
featured a tribute by 
her 23-year-old son, 
Gordon, which read: 
‘She’s the best mother in 
the world because she 
was prepared to adopt 
me and love me even 
though I am disabled.” 
Gordon is a spastic and 
was adopted as a baby. 


AVON 


TAILOR-MADE FOR 
THE SPASTIC CHILD 


The Avon comes in three different sizes, with a choice of 
chassis - for indoors or outdoors, pusher or self- 
propelling. ; 

Tilt angle is adjustable up to 35°, footrest extendable to 
any leg length. 

The long list of accessories fits the chair to the child - 


including vetcro-attached 


side panels and shoulder 


wings, hammock seat, hydrocephalic back, moulded tray. 


Write for full details to: 


Newton Aids lid. 
Dept N31/SN . 
Freepost.7 (no stamp required ) 


London WIE 4EZ 
Telephone 01-637 3911 
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Award 


ACHIEVEMENT 
runners-up Stanley and 
Margaret Pheasant, of 
Killinghall, Harrogate, are 
pictured with their son 
John, aged 14, and left, 
Baroness Phillips, Lord 
Lieutenant of Greater Lon- 
den, one of the judges. 
Though Mr and Mrs 
Pheasant are severely 
handicapped they have 
breught up John and keep 
their house and 

meat and tidy. They alse 


love to help others. 

The citation nominating 
them praised: ‘When one 
considers the enormous 
difficulties of their physical 
handicaps, their achieve- 
ment in rumning a home of 
their own is truly outstand- 
ing. 

‘It is a truly remarkable 
achievement that they have 
struggled for 15 years to 
lead independent and fairly 
sophisticated lives, calling 
fer untold courage, perse- 


yerance, initiative and 
resourcefulness. 

‘Perhaps their example 
will be an encouragement 
to others and an education 
to those who care for the 
disabled. Many do not 
necessarily have to be 
“institutionalised” and have 
everything done for them. 
Give them every help to 
live a normal family life, 
thus satisfying emotional, 
intellectual and physical 
aspirations.’ 


MARIE Connolly, 


aged 
28, from Yeovil, Somerset, 
was born totally deaf and 
partially paralysed yet has 


secure job, 
and many 


achieved a 
happiness 
friends. 
Everyone in her firm is 
pleased with Marie’s work 
and they say she has 2 tre- 
mendous sense of humour. 


GILLIAN Gerhardi, aged 
23, of Asten Clinton, 
Bucks, is pictured with her 
son Brett, husband Victor, 
and her mother Mrs Mary 
Slew. ‘Gillian and Victor 


both attended the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School. 
In her citation which 
brought Gillian an 
Achievement Award run- 
ners-up medal and prize, 
Mrs. Slow spoke _ of 
Gillian’s success in coping 
with a baby and a home, 
yet at’ the same time 


gaining a BA degree in 
Social Administration from 
Sussex University. 


PETER Banks, aged 24, 
Brinklow, Rugby, is both 
spastic and dyslexic, but 
he has battled through to 
obtain a job as trainee 
computer programmer and 
managed to live in lodgings 
on his own. 


His mother said im her 
citation that Peter had put 
up a ‘plucky fight’? to be 
independent and looked 
upon as ‘normal.’ 


_ if you, or one of your household, 
are disabled, you may be eligible. 


Starting 1 April, a new 
system of rate relief for 
disabled persons. will 
come into force. 

If you or one of your 
household are disabled 
and you have made 
alterations or additions 
to your home, or moved to 
a house or flat which has 
more space or special features to 
help cope with a disability, you may be 
paying higher rates. Under the new 
Rating (Disabled Persons) Act 1978, 
you may be able to claim some relief on 
these rates. 

These are some examples of alter- 
ations or additions that could make 
you eligible for relief — 

* A room specially needed because of 
disability. .; 

* an additional bathroom or lavatory. 

* acentral heating installation needed 
beeause of disability. 

* a garage, carport or 
specially needed. 


* sufficient space in your 
home to allow the use of a 
wheelchair. 


Ask your local Council 
for anapplication form 
now. If you are already 
receiving relief under 
section 45 of the General 
Rate Act 1967, you will be 
hearing direct from your local 
valuation officer about thenew sys- 
tem. But you will still have to apply to 
the Council for the new relief. 


CLAIRE Ribeiro - Ayeh, 
aged 17, of Great Book- 
ham, Surrey, is handi- 
capped, but she has a 
splendid record of achieve- 
ment in handicapped 
sports. She has represented 
England at the Inter- 
national Spastics Games, 
and her sporting successes 
have not stopped her from 
finding time to help others. 
of Garden Village, Stocks- Claire has raised money 
bridge, Sheffield, is physi- for the swimming pool at 
cally and mentally handi- ‘he Society's Thomas 
capped, and had a fear of | _Delarue School, which she 
water which he overcame Sed to attend. 
to learn to swim. He has Said her citation: ‘These 
achieved many awards fer _2¢tivities, for a wheelchair- 
proficiency. bound teenager, require a 
Said his citation: “He beh degree of dedication 
achieved the impossible jee esa oe } 
Pare . asin 4 HCcOuFAges man : 
aud his ambitions. ethers whom she Sblpe | 


Thisleaflet, available ¢ 
from your Council, will 
give you more details 
about the scheme. But 
do remember, even if 
you re not sure whether 
you would qualify, you 
should still apply now. 


Issued by the Department 
of the Environment and 
the Welsh Office. 

Different conditions apply 
in Scotland, 


ROGER Dyson, aged 34, 


carspace 


if you are in doubt, apply now — you have nothing to lose. 
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winner Ken Smith was 
no stranger to the 
atmosphere and _ ten- 
sion and excitement of 
the Award ceremony 
— two years ago he 
sat beside his wife Sue 
when she was one of 


thenominations. 


‘Neither Sue nor | 
really expected I would 
win, but | am _ very 
pleased | did. 

‘My big disappointment 
is the fact that Sue could 
not be with me today. She 
had to stay behind because 
she has got a job—working 
for The Spastics Society! 
She has been appointed an 
officer in the North East 
so. she has been busy 
working today. ~ 

_ ‘Never mind. she will be 


a 


ABOVE: Mr Dorrien Bel- 
son, Chairman of The 
Spastics Society (left), con- 
‘fers with judges Mr Peter 
Massey, Didector of the 
BBC TV programme 
‘Mastermind,’ and Mr Ken- 
neth Long,- Managing 
Director of Top Ten Pro- 
motions Ltd, organisers of 
the Spastics Pool. 


FELLOW judge Mr Colin 
Cullimore, CBE, Managing 
Director of Dewhurst the 
Butchers, (his firm gener- 
ously donates the prize 
money and_ travelling 
expenses for the compe- 
tition) is pictured right, 
‘speaking at the Award 
cetemony. pees 


total quality of his life’ 


able to ‘help me spend the 
£250 prize money!’ 

Twenty-six year 
Ken, of Durham 
was nominated for the 
Award by Mrs_ Sheila 
Jones. Let her tell — in 
the words of her citation— 
why she did so: 

‘Those who know, Ken 
will see a slim, good- 
looking young man, highly 
intelligent and articulate. 
But anyone meeting him 
for the first time must 
inevitably see first a very 
severly handicapped man 
confined to a wheelchair, 
unable to feed or dress 
himself and with impeded 
speech, for Ken has been 
an athetoid spastic from 
birth. 

“ut is not difficult to 


old 
City, 


MR Cullinmore told 
difficulties facing the judges 
in awarding the prizes because 
of the high quality of the 
entries. 


of the 


point out his individual 
achievements but his major 
achievement is the total 
quality of his life, which 
has more to do with what 
he is than what he does.’ 

She went on to tell of 
Ken’s education — at. the 
Westerlea School, Edin- 
burgh, then at the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School, 


Praise for 
determined 
Tom Gair 


THIRD prizewinner 
was Tom Gair, aged 60, 
who lives at the Matfen 
Hall Cheshire Home in 
Northumberland. — His 
citation came from the 


Home’s matron, Mrs 
Jean Teasdale. 
‘Tom has always been 


chairbound. All his limbs 
are affected but one hand 
is more useful than the 
other and he uses this hand 
to propel his _ battery- 
operated chair. 

‘He has never been to 
school but with the help 
of his older brother he 
learnt to read and write 
and since about the age of 
11 has educated himself 
with great determination 
to a very high standard. 

‘As a boy he was a group 
leader of the disabled Scouts 
and when his parents died he 
was unfortunately in- hospital 
for many years but made good 
use of his literary talent by 
editing the first hospital maga- 
zine . He began to take 
writing seriously at the age of 
40 and wrote articles for seven 
weekly papers and_ three 
dailies, typing all with one 
finger. 

‘He had always yearned to 
travel and when finances 
became available he went on 
holiday to Europe, teuring 
Germany, France, Luxembourg 
and Belgium with an able- 
bodied friend. Later, with the 
same friend, he toured Nor- 
thern Italy. He has also toured 
Britain by train, visited 
Lourdes and in 1972 travelled 
alone to South Africa to visit 
his brother. 

‘Tony has been on the Resi- 
dents Committee at Matfen 
most years and chairman many 
times. He works hard and 
diligently for the home.’ 
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National Breakdown Recovery Club 
THE GET YOU AND YOUR CAR HOME SERVICE 


RECOVERY HOUSE, CLAREMONT, BRADFORD BD7 1BB 


Telephone : 0274 28257 


Member CBI @ Underwritten in the London Insurance Market 
The first, and largest National Accident/Major Breakdown recovery 
organisation. After accident or major breakdown immobilisation, we 
take you and your car either home or on to your intended destination 
free. 98% of our recoveries are complete with driver and passengers 
andthe average time in getting to our member is less than two hours. 
Can now include a Roadside Repair Service on the Motorways. 


Write NBRC, ‘Freepost’, Bradford BD7 1BR or phone for details 
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Kent, and Oakwood: Fur- 
ther Education Centre in 
Essex. He went on. a 
computer studies course at 
Chelmsford which © col- 
lapsed through dwindling 
numbers: he transferred to 


Islington where again, the 


course was discontinued 
for the same reasons. 

‘Ken had, in the mean- 
while, been closely 
involved in’ setting up 
“The Barn’as a cultural 
and recreational centre for 
the disabled in Suffolk. He 
was on the management 
committee and at this time 
(1974) did his first spon- 
sored drive, raising £600 
for the centre. 

‘When he moved to 
Islington he did much to 
set up a residents’ com- 
mittee and he represented 
them at staff level. He also 
worked with the local 
social services team and 
set up a play scheme in 
the summer of 1975 for 


Cont on Page 8 


MRS Pamela Annal, the previous winner of the Achieve- 
ment Award, passes on the silver cup to Ken Smith. ; 


= Award winning stories of courag 
~ Ken Smith— his major achievement is the 


ACHIEVEMENT Award 
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Catriona’s example 
to her students 


SECOND  prizewinner 
was Catriona McLellan, 
age 37, of Great San- 
key, Warrington, 
Cheshire. 


Her citation came from 


Cheerful’ Mark wins the 


Director s prize 


A 16-YEAR-OLD boy 
who despite severe handi- 
caps is cheerful and opti- 
mistic and tries hard to 
achieve maximum indepen- 
dence, was awarded a 
special prize by the Direc- 
tor of The Spastics Society, 
Mr James Loring, CBE. 
He is Mark Hayes, of 14 
Wanstead Green, Honic- 
kowle, Plymouth, Devon. 

. His mother said in her 
citation:—4I find this a 
hard thing to write because 
he is my son. He is just 


Mark. He is very disabled 
feet. 


in his arms, legs, 
hands and hips. He doesn’t 
like to ask for much help, 
but he needs it. In_ his 
wheelchair he gets around 
a bit and can amuse him- 
self. Put him in a fireside 
chair and he is hopeless. 

‘He drives us all up the 
wall with his talk. When 
we are feeling depressed he 
cheers us up. We look at 
him and think, ““What right 
have we to get depressed? 
None.” He looks at other 
people less fortunate than 
himself and he knows how 
lucky he is. 

‘Mark is a normal teen- 


ager and I know he can get 
frustrated in many ways. 
Sometimes he talks to me 
and I could cry for him, 
but he pulls himself free 


and he 
Mark.’ 


is my cheerful 


obtained a place in a College 


Mrs M. Hesketh, of Halton 
College of Further Educa- 
tion, Widnes, where Cait- 
rona teaches numeracy and 
social skills to unemployed 
school leavers. 

‘These are not easy 
students to teach because — 
they are mainly under- 
achievers who lack motiva- 
tion. Caitrona has oyer- 
come the difficulties en- | 
countered by all members 
of staff despite her own 
handicap. She maintains 
discipline and has estab- 
lished good relations with 
her groups. She does not 
wish, and does not receive. 
concessions and I fee! her 
example must impress her 
students.’ 

Mrs Hesketh told how when 
Catriona came to England at 
the age of 18, she worked in a 
mental hospital in Colchester 
from 7. am to 5.30 pm where 
she scrubbed floors. She then 
undertook six -months com- 
mercial training jn Stockport 
and obtained a job in a mail 
order office where she remained — 
for four years and nine months, 
living in a hostel. She took 
two O levels in five months by 
means of an electric type- 
writer, and then gained A leyel 
history, English and goyern- 
ment. She went on to Man- 
chester University where she 
obtained a BA, specialising in 
history and politics. She then — 


of Education but “was turned 
down at the last minute 
because of her handicap. 

Despite this -setback, she 
became a community scryiee 
volunteer in Appleton Open 
Prison, Warrington, where she 
gained the admiration of staff — 
and prisoners. Catriona is now 
studying for her teaching 
qualifications on a part-time 
basis at Bolion College. 


ROS 


PRODUCTS 


LTD 


vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 


Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 

quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
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Exodus spotlights ‘the vulnerable and 
voiceless’ children 


SUPPORTERS of 
Exodus, the campaign 
to get handicapped 
children out of long 
stay hospitals, lunched 


together with MPs of 


both parties at the 
House of Commons in 
March. 

- The meeting, called in 
order to keep the spotlight 
fecused on what Exodus 
chairman Mrs Peggy Jay 
referred to as the 5,000 
‘vulnerable and voiceless’ 
ehildren -living in sub- 


‘Others 
must not 
wait so 
long... 


THE story of Owen 
Weight demonstrates the 
need for the Exodus cam- 
paign, commented James 
Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society. ‘Exodus 
is trying to ensure that 
children in long-stay hos- 
pitals now, will not have 
to wait for 40 years 
before they find a real 
“home”. ~Owen’s story 
has a happy ending—we 
seek the same for many 
more.’ 


| anywhere 
| chair 


_ 
_ 
—_ 
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We enjoy assisting. 


normality hospitals, 
foHowed in the wake of 
the official publication of 
the Jay Report. 

Main recommendation 
of this 20-strong Com- 
mittee of Inquiry headed 
by Mrs Jay was that men- 
tally handicapped people 
should be cared for in 
small units by staff trained 
more as ‘homemakers’ than 


hospital workers. The Jay 
Report called for at least 
double the numbers of 
residential care staff, with 
an increased recruitment 
of men to maintain a 
family model of care. 
Representatives from the 


five major voluntary 
organisations backing 
Exodus; The  Spastics 


Society, Campaign for the 


Mentally Handicapped, 
Kith and Kids, MEND, and 
the National Seciety for 
Mentally Handicapped 
Children, as well as MPs 
from both parties attended 
the lunch. Amongst those 
present were Lady Wilson, 
Lynda Chalker MP, Pat- 
rick Jenkins, Social Ser- 
vices Opposition, Lewis 
Carter-Jones MP, and 


The 


Spastics Society’s 
Chairman, Mr Dorrien Bel- 
son, and Director, Mr 
James Loring. 

Chairman for the day 
was Jack Ashley MP who 
commented in his intro- 
ductory speech that he 
had been distressed to 
learn from a Parliamentary 
answer that ,.DHSS could 
not even estimate “how 
many children could leave 
hospital if circumstances 
were made possible. Jack 
Ashley said that the maxi- 
mum number of the child- 


would have to find places 
for would be 30, a figure 
which Mrs Peggy Jay 
commented was ‘chicken- 
feed’. She felt however 
that the figure of 30 was 
an exaggeration and that 
13. would be a fairer 
average estimate. 

Mr Loring told the meet- 
ing that it was hoped to 
arrange a special meeting 
in June with the trade 
unions regarding Exodus. 
‘With the help of the 
unions we _ hope to 
accelerate the movement,’ 


ren any one local authority | said Mr Loring. 


Forty years on—a new life for 
‘forgotten’ Owen 


hy Liz Cook 


OWEN Weight was just 
16 when the War started, 
and. he was evacuated 
from his home in Highbury 
and placed in a large men- 
tal hospital north of Lon- 
don, For the next 40 years 
he got up at 6.15 in the 
morning, breakfasted on 
porridge, started work at 
8 am _ putting lead in 
boxes until 12, and then 
wotked till 3.45 in the 
afternoon — except Fri- 
days when they finished at 
3 pm. 


Q 
Goalmost 


Just before Christmas 
Owen was finally released 
from the _ hospital to 
become a resident at The 
Spastics Society’s Coombe 
Farm Centre at Croydon. 
For Owen is a spastic and 
his handicaps are mostly 
physical. 


His money 


This year was the first 
time that his mother now 
aged 84 received a card on 
Mothering Sunday — a 
card Owen was able to 
buy out_of his own money 
after going to the shops. 

‘Every day year in year 
out I was putting lead in 
those boxes’ Owen told 


Choose aMeyra outdoor power 
wheelchair and you willbe able to ; 
reappraise your capabilities and enjoya 
degree of mobility.and freedom younever 
thought would be possible. Over 40 years 
experience, research and development 
has produced whatthousandsofusers , 
know to be the mostreliable and DS 
advanced power chair available today. 
features include @ 


*25 MILES RANGE ON A FULLY 
# CHARGED BATTERY 

* SAFELY CLIMBS KERBS, STEEP 
GRADIENTS AND NEGOTIATES 
ROUGH TERRAIN 

* FOLDS FOR STORAGE IN THE 
NARROWEST CAR BOOT 

* ENGINEERED TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS FOR EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


* FREE DEMONSTRATION IN YOUR 
OWN HOME 


AFULL RANGE OF CHILDRENS POWER 
CHAIRS INDOOR POWER CHAIRS, SELF 
PROPELLED MODELS (INCLUDING SPORTS 
& SPECIAL LIGHTWEIGHTS) ALSO AVAILABLE 


you canhavea bath. 
Designed for 


* EASY 


* SIMPLE 
OPERATION 


INSTALLATION gf 
* FITS CONFINED 
AREAS | 
* FULLY WATER 
& CORROSION 
PROOF 
* ANATOMICALLY DESIGNED SEAT 


gape : 
2X” Forcolourbrochureésreturnthe 
coupon today 


The Bathlifter for Independent Bathing 


Now bathing canbeasimple and relaxing experience. 
With a Meyra bathlifter, ifyou canturn ahandle a 


— 
-_ 


— see 
= TO: Meyra-Rehab (UK)Ltd 


— — Unit4 CopheapLane, 


— ~~ Warminster, Wilts.BA120BL, 


Tel. Warminster 215122 


Address 


[would like to receive full details on 


FULL FINANCE FACILITIES AVAILABLE 


Tel.No. 


—_—— 
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Spastics News. I never 
went outside the gates. It 
is a huge hospita! built in 
Victorian times and _ it 
looks like a prison. All the 
windows are barred and 
they locked the ward door 
when we went to bed—we 
had to be in bed by nine, 
lights out by 10.’ 


‘There was even a 
punishment ward. I cried 
when I went into the 


hospital and I didn’t like 
it when I was there. I was 
with low grade patients, 
and the language they 
used was terrible. I was 
fed up there. I had friends 
there but I got tired of 
looking at them day in and 
day out. I reckon the hos- 
pital was bloody pleased 
to get rid of me — after 
40 years they never even 
gave me a present when I 
left — here at Coombe 
Farm they made me a 
cake for my _ birthday!’ 


Bedroom 


Its not just the cake 
and the chance to buy a 
card that is a contrast to 
his former life. Now 
instead of a dormitory of 
20 iron bedsteads side by 
side, Owen sleeps in a 
sunny bedroom with a 
carpet and divan beds and 
individual lockers for his 
possessions. 

He likes his work, put- 
ting rings on clips and 
springs, and a world of 
ambition has opened to 


him. ‘I used to go to 
school — but they had no 
patience with me — now 


I’m going to learn to read 
and write. 


Sports 


‘Yd never been on a 
horse or gone swimming 


but V’ve done both at 
Coombe Farm. I’m not 


worried by the traffic when 
I go out, but self-service in 
the shops was something I 
didn’t expect.’ 

In hospital Owen used 
to buy 35 cigarettes a 
week and they were doled 
out to him five a day. And 
so Owen smoked the five. 
Now he buys his own pac- 
ket he only gets through 
20 a week. 

And after years of hos- 
pital garb Owen is present- 
ting a new look to. the 
world. Last week he went 
out with a member of staff 
and spent £60 on clothes 
and a watch — his next 
objective is to learn te 
tell the time, 


® FOR Owen Weight, 56, the war is over — he 
was evacuated in 1939 to a mental hospital but 
the efforts of social workers finally led to his 
_ release just before Christmas. Now he has happily 
settled to a new life at The Spastics Society’s 


Coombe Farm Centre. 


INTERNATIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY 
SOCIETY MEETING 
SEVILLE, SPAIN, JUNE 15-17 1979 


THE ICPS is organising a meeting in conjunction with 

Dr Miguel Teledo Gonzalez, the draft programme of 

which appears below. 
The cost is as follows: BiG 

Higher grade technicians. eg, doctors and psychologists, 
8,000 Spanish pesetas. 

Middle grade technicians, 6,600 Spanish pesetas. 

Round-table on the prevention of cerebral palsy led by Professor 
Valls Calderon, Spain, on ‘How Spain has reduced. the 
incidence of perinatal mortality.” ee 3 

Fhe contribution by voluntary organisations towards the pre- 
vention of handicap—James Loring, UK, President of the 

_ FCPS. ; SEN 

Reducing perinatal risk—Dr Ingemar Olow, Sweden. . 

rhe importence of good antenatal care—Prolessor Bedoya 
Gonzalez, Spain. 

Early erections in cerebral palsy—Dr David Gardner-Medwin, 
UK, : 

Progress evaluation—Dr Ponces Verge, Spain. 

Developmental physiothcrapy—Sephie Ley itt, UK. 

eee S of integration of handicapped children in normal 
schools in Parima—Professor Mario P: ¢ : 

ols ‘sor’ Mario Parma and Dr Franc: 

Medioli, Maly. ee 

Cerebral palsied children integrated in normal schools in. the 
South of Spain—Dr Garcia Curiel, Spain. 

Obstatles to the integration of handicapped children in normal 
schools: the ditemma of special education against integrated 

é education—Dr Toledo Gonzalez, Spain. 

Providing supportive services for the 
—Dr John McGhee, USA, 

Preparation for work—Hilary Schlesinger, UK 

Phe dignity of risk— Anne-Marie Aita Mulligan, USA 

Parents as partners—Margaret Morgan, UK. 

Training the parents about the integration of their handicapped 
children—Dr Richard Galusha, USA. 


A party will be travelling from En i 
ar \ gland to this - 
ing and if you would like fo attend, please wittarae Nes 
Anita Loring, ICPS, Sa Netherhall Gardens, NW3 5RN. 


handicapped in their homes 


Tel 01-794 9761. 
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Helping Shirley 
find her feet 


AANANAANSAAAAS AAAS 


SHIRLEY, a cerebral palsied girl, is unable to sit up 
unaided. She assumes a ‘rag doll’ position, and cannot 
play or eat unaided. 


; ADVISED by medical staff, a team from the London 

Z College of Furniture carefully measured Shirley and 

x developed a rig, which was used to provide essential data 

i in designing her standing aid. From the information 
gathered and shared information from other similar 
projects, a prototype was. developed and tested. It is 
brightly coloured, has a removable tray, is easy to clean 
and move. The frame is adjustable for growth and 
therapy. 


NOW, for part of each day, standing on her own feet tor 
the first time in her life, Shirley can see more, play games 
and begin to feed herself. She is a happier, more occupied 
child. 


Designs 
for the 
disabled | 


FOR some years now 
the London College of 
Furniture has been 
actively’ engaged in 
designing and making 
equipment for the 
disabled. Design staff 
and students. have 
worked in close col- 
lab6ération with pro- 
fessionals from the 
medical field, mainly 
from London teaching 
hospitals; some. of 
whom act as advisory 
tutors at the College. 


Many hospitals have 
commissioned specific 
pieces of equipment 
and the students have 
also produced —hard- 
ware for The Spastics 


_with a 


Society and the Toy 
Libraries Association. 

The college ts now 
seeking validation from the 
Council for National 
Academic Awards for a 
new Diploma tm Equipment 
for the Disabled, which 
would be a full time one- 
year course. 

This course, if officially 
approved, would give 
qualified physiotherapists 
and occupational therapists 
an opportunity to become 
more knowledgeable about 
design and production pro- 
cesses. And — qualified 
designers would be able to 
acquire an additional 
specialist experience of the 
medical and social aspects 
of disablement. 

The pictures show some 
of the college’s new 
designs. 


Can you help? 


IN 1947 I was in an 
orphanage called The 
Fountain Hospital, situated 
in London. I would like to 
find another handicapped 
friend who was there called 
‘Valerie,’ also a nurse who 
went by the name ‘Nurse 
Nora.’ Please write to me 
at the following address: 
Mrs Anita M. Bardelang, 
133 Foxcroft Drive, Ras- 
trick, Brighouse, West 
Yorkshire HD6é 3UX. Tel 
(0484) 718864. 


ALESSIO Ressi, a 22-year- 
old cerebral palsied engi- 
neering student from the 
University of Pisa, Italy, 
would like to spend about 
three weeks in England in 
August as a paying guest 
family to help 
improve his English, which 
is already good. 

He writes: ‘I live in Pisa 
with four other students in a 
rented flat. They help me when 
I need: for example, they -help 
me when I eat, they buckle 
my shoes and so on. In town, 
I move by bicycle but I have 
also a driving licence to drive 
a car with automatic gears; if 
I am alone I use public means 
of conyeyance with some 
difficulty . School reminis- 
cences would suggest a zone in 
the triangle formed by Lon- 
don, Oxford and Cambridge.’ 

Anybody who would 
like to receive this young 
man as a paying guest, pre- 
terably within his ‘triangle,’ 
should contact: Mrs Anita 


es 


Loring. Secretary, Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 
Society, SA  Netherhall 


Gardens, London NW3:. 


MR Samuel Miller, a handi- 
capped MeGill University 
student from Montreal, 
Canada, hopes to start a 


Handicapped Children and Adults 


Open to all professional workers concerned 


Spastics Society staff. 


ONE DAY COURSE 


Considerations involved in the Provision of Short Term Care for 


handicapped children and adults. Course fee £6, including lunch. Special 


Lectures, discussions, films and an exhibition 


To be held at CASTLE PRIORY COLLEGE, WALLINGFORD, OXON, 
on THURSDAY, MAY 10, 1979, 10 am-4 pm 


in the provision of short term care for both 


rates on request for 
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jiferary magazine which would 
encourage persons with dis- 
abilities, throughout the Ene- 


lish-speaking world, to “write 
for publication. 

Persons interested are 
asked to write to: Mir 


Miller at 2495 Major Street. 
St Laurent, Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada H4M 
IES. 


MIKE Ayres designed this large wall-mounted cog board 
for physically and mentally handicapped adalts and 
children. The wooden cogs can be placed on the pegs in ; 
any order and camnot jam however they are arranged. 
Cranking levers are used to move the cogs, thus enceurag- 
ing hand and body movements and eye co-ordination. 


Ryail’s storyboard was developed as a lang 
teaching aid for the Newcomen Centre at Guy's Hospital. 
The Superintendent Physiotherapist there. David Scrut- 
ton, is an advisory tutor at the London College of 
Furniture. The storyboard is now manufactured by E. J. 
Arnold. 


JOHN 


80 A4 pages. 269 items. 
Price in U.K.: 


Fully illustrated. 
£2.40 ine. postage and packing. 


Overseas price: £5.75 inc. postage and packing. 


This is one of the major titles in the Equipment for the Disabled series and is 
extensively updated and enlarged. Readers who have the Ist, 2nd and 3rd Edition 
are using out of date information and this new Edition is one you cannot afford 


to be without. 


Please send me. 


Name 


Address 


To: Equipment for the Disabled (Dept.12) 

2 Feredown Drive, Portslade, Brighton BN4 2BB 
PERSONAL CARE book(s) at £2.40 each (UK only) 
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 
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5 a) Fe Re ee es ee ee ee ere et to L enclose a PO/Cheque for © sesessssscsessesns:: 


Dealing particularly with those persomal 
problems where any increase in indepen- 
dence raises morale and self-respect, 
PERSONAL CARE is essential reading 
not only for the professional worker. 
engaged in the care of the elderly and — 
disabled, but also for the elderly or : 
disabled person himself, . 


Contents include personal toilet, 
incontinence, bathroom design, 


sanitary ware etc etc, 
a 


£5.73 each (Overseas only) 
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@ Once their countries were involved in bitter and bloody 
warfare whose savagery shocked the world, but now Sheila, 
an American, and Binh, from Vietnam, are just two teen- 
agers sharing a joke. Sheila Allen is 19 and returns to 
West Virginia soon to enrol at college after four months at 
Ingfield Manor as a community service volunteer. 


he 


THE new girl at the 
Society’s_ Ingfield 
Manor School in Sussex 
is settling down well, 
bubbling over with 
merriment most of the 
time and tackling the 
classroom work with 
enthusiasm. Like her 
classmates she is heav- 
ily handicapped but, 
unlike them, she does 
not come from = an 
ordinary British family 
— her background is 
very different. 

For the first few 
years of her life — no 


Picture left: 


, @ Celia Lawndon, Group 

One’s teacher with Mai, 
the merriest girl in the class. 
Her experience in two 
schools already has given 
Mai plenty of confidence 
and she. is always full of 
smiles. 


*For all ages 
¢ Pavement or country roads 
¢ For Shopping and Country Ramb 
* Climbs 4” kerbs and steep gradie 
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Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 


Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 
Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 


Name _ 
Address 
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| Mobility: the disabledj 
| ¢ Batricar now complete with hood & 
e No licence 


les © No Tax 
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‘BATRICAR | 
SYROUD- ENGLAND , 
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A brighter 
future for 

the orphans 
from Saigon 


hy Liz Cook 


one knows exactly how 
long—Do Thi Mai lived 
in an orphanage in 
Saigon where, as the 
war grew fiercer and 
nearer the city, her 
future grew steadily 
more bleak. Then, 
four years ago, the 
Daily Mail made a bid 
to save some of Viet- 
nam’s most poignant 
victims, and_ airlifted 
out a _ planeload of 
children just before 
Saigon fell. In the party 
were six little spastics 
their shrivelled 
limbs and tiny forms 
indicating that all that 
had been done, or 
could be done for 
them, was to feed and 
shelter them. 

The Spastics Society 
immediately offered 
help and the spastic 
children from Saigon 
were set on the road 


to a brighter future. 
First they went to White 


Lodge, the day treatment 


centre run by Carol Myers 
and supported by the 
North Hants and West 
Surrey Spastics Society, the 
North West Surrey Group 
and the South West Surrey 
Group. Now the story 
comes up to date. 


Learning 


Binh has been at Ingfield 
Manor for two years now 
but Mai started at the 
beginning of term and is 
already impressing her 
teachers with her bright 
personality, willingness to 
learn and her quaint turns 
of phrase. 


. 


@ Jenny Herbert is thrilled with her tw 
pleasure. ‘Mai has taught me the Viet 
sometimes talks in a babble that is nei 
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@ Binh and Mai we 


Her teacher in the recep- 
tion group is Celia Lawn- 
don, who is very pleased 
with her progress.-.‘She is 
very noisy and extrovert 
one minute and quiet and 
shy the next, and she has a 
lot. fo. »-give>“the--class. 
Because she has been to a 
physically handicapped 
school, and an ESN day 
school already, she is quite 
used to being with a lot of 
other children. Most of the 
others in the class have 
come from living at home 
with their parents and for 
them it is a big change. 
She is very willing to please 
and she is also very -con- 
cerned about the other 
children. ; 


‘Her command of 
English is really quite 
good. If we use a phrase 
she does not understand, 
she bows her head and 
looks very shy. 

‘We then put it another 
way, but she will remember 
the first phrase and try to 
use it. In fact language is 
not a very great problem— 
for us to have a speaking 
child is a bonus in “itself. 


re at the same orphanage in Saigon, 
and now they are together again, sharing a bedroom at 
The Spastics Society’s Ingfield Manor School, separated 
only when it comes to lessons. At the end of term a bus load 
of their fellow refugees comes to take them home to 
Ockendon Venture’s Kilmour House. 


and can get around on 


0 little charges and finds 
namese for goodbye and she 
ther Vietnamese nor English!’ 


APRIL, 


Sometimes in the bedroom 
she shares with Binh you 
will hear them chattering 
away in Vietnamese until 
Mai says. “SpeakEnglish ~~ 
now, not Vietnamese!” ’ 
Mai, unlike Binh, is not 
confined to a wheelchair 


elbow crutches. In the © 

reception group there are 
nine programmes put to- 
gether to help the children ~ 
as a whole. A simple nur- © ~ 
sery hand game is played | 
because the. movements ~~ 
contain the same actions 
needed to grasp a _ pencil 
or. use a typewriter. Mai’s | 
right hand is the weaker of - 
the two but she can already 
write, and is the most able 
in her class, whose ages 
range from eight to 12. 
Her date of birth has been 
given as November 5, 1967, 
which would make her 11 
now. As well as hand. 
work sessions there are 
study programmes, swim- 
ming sessions, and speech 
therapy. Houseparents help 
with the class so that the 
work Mrs Lawndon and 


Cont. on facing page 


them a constant source of 
understands Binh who 
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YOU can read about 
the progress of Binh 
3 and Mai on the left 
%  —what of the other 
~spastics orphans 
from Vietnam? 


\ 
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Kim Yen is_ seven 
3 and attends White 
4 Lodge. Yen, 12, has 


visual problems and 
goes to an RNIB school 
in South Wales, while 
-Luom, aged 10, has 
_ overcome his disabilities 
so well that he attends 
: an ordinary school 
% in Chertsey. Hung is at 
% the Society's Wilfred 
4 Pickles School, but will 
% join Mai and Binh at 
%  Ingfield Manor soon. 
y Mrs Renee Beach of 
% the Ockenden Venture’s 
wy Kilmour House in 
53 Camberley said: ‘All of 
1% them ~ came from the 
! same orphanage and 
they had all been 
abandoned either in 


2a 


A brighter 
future... 


Cont. from Page 6 
her classroom assistant, 
Mrs E. Bryant do between 
9 and 4 is carried on out- 
side the classroom. 
‘Children with very dif- 
erent handicaps can be 
siven the same things to 
do, and we live, in this 
classroom =ma king up 
even years work in iwo,’ 
Said Celia. “The children 
ave to concentrate on 
Satching up with the 
ordinary tasks of child- 
hood that others take for 
pranted, like  toiletting 
perhaps or tying up shoe 
ACES. 

| “Mai is already in the 
Pottery club and going to 
Brownies and she also 
Mixes with older children 
an the evening. Sometimes 
We think she sounds a bit 
Aggressive, but I am sure 
Mt is just an ‘Asian speech 
Wait. Mai has occasional 
| difficulty with sentences 
ut she has got most of it 
a o 

Worked out. 

/ Soon it was time for 
Assembly when she would 
¢ Binh for the first time 
mce they left the bed- 
room after getting up, for 
4 whose date of birth is 


aa Nae 


SSS SPY S$ § oT RRMNHKKKAAAAEANAS 


THE SPASTIC CHILDREN 
_ ABANDONED I 


hospital or in the streets - 
and markets. 

‘Not only were they 
in danger from the war 
itself, but conditions in 
the orphanage were 
utterly appalling. There 
were between 250 and 
300 children and only 
one trained member of 
staff. . The rest were 
women who were refu- 
gees themselves with 
children and their prin- 
cipal interest, and you 
can hardly blame them, 
was for food and shelter 
for their own families. 

“The children had the 
very minimum of care 
and food. There wasn’t 
a single toy in the place; 
the walls were mud 
coloured: and no one 
ever spoke to them, so 
that even those that 
could talk never learnt. 
In fact the first thing 
the Ockendon Venture 
did was to employ a 
girl from outside the 
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VIETNAM 


NY 
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orphanage to teach them 
their own language. The 
mortality rate was very, 
very high. 

‘Of course, in England 
it is very difficult to give 
them a Vietnamese cul- 
ture but the children did 
not know anything of 
Vietnam while they 
were there, they only 
knew the. orphanage 
they lived in. We eat 
rice and noodles nearly 
every day because it is 
as cheap as other food 
and the children like it. 
They wear national 
dress for special days 
like the Chinese New 
Year and the Vietna- 
mese Children’s day. 

‘TT don’t know how 
much the children 
remember. about the 
past now or whether 
they are remembering 
what we have told them. 
We do talk about Viet- 
nam though -— the nice 
things!’ 


@ Story time in Group One, and this time it is Mai’s turn 


to delight her new-found friends with a tale about a yisit to 


the Zoo. 


given as June 27 1963 is in 
a class with the older deaf. 
Binh has a very bad lan- 
guage problem, so she is 
with children who = are 
learning about language. 
She may be 16 this year, 
but the dental surgeon who 
has studied her teeth thinks 
she could be between two 
and three years younger. 

Rosemary Siddles, Ing- 
field Manor’s head, is 
realistic about the needs of 
her Vietnamese contingent. 
Binh and Mai are shortly 
to be joined by Hung who 
is 14 and at present at the 
Society’s Wilfred Pickles 
School. 


Ny 

‘Once we haye got the 
three of them here, they 
can, to an extent, share a 
cultural background  to- 
gether. Ockenden Ven- 
ture’s Kilmour House, 
which is their “home’? in 
England, is trying to keep 
them as Vietnamese as 
possible, but it is certain 
that being at Ingfield will 
alienate them a bit. I tried 
to talk to Mai about the 
recent invasion of Vietnam 
because I thought it was 
important to say some- 
thing about her country, 
but she does not talk about 
Vietnam very much at all, 
and Binh never does, Our 
prime aim is to overcome 


their physical handicap. 
‘They might as well be- 
come European Asians, 
because __ the Vietnam 
government has flatly 
refused to have them back 
because of their handicap. 
So the Ockendon Venture 
does the best it can to 
fulfil their cultural needs, 
while we do our best to 
help them physically and 
once they have finished at 
Ingfield Manor, perhaps 
they will go on to Dene 
College or Beaumont Col- 
lege, the Society’s two fur- 
ther education centres for 
the multiple-handicapped.’ 
Jenny Herbert, aged 21, 
is a fully qualified house- 
parent who has been at 
Ingfield Manor for a year. 
She and Linda Green look 
after the two little Viet- 
namese girls in the English 
style bedroom they share. 
‘T don’t know anything 
about their background 
but since Mai has been 
here Binh has come out of 
her shell completely, even 
in the classroom. Binh is 
very sweet natured 
although she has got a 
temper and she.knows what 
she wants to wear. Both 
she and Mati are very 
clothes and hair conscious; 
‘They are really lovely 
girls.’ 


AANNNANANAANNANAANAN AAA AAA AAA AAR AAAS AAA AAA AAA AAA RAR AAA AAA AAA A AAA AA AAAS 


SPASTICS NEWS 7 


Once he was neglected, now a 
pleasant little hoy’ enjoys 
life at a Society school 


HUNG, from Vietnam, pictured 
at the Society’s Wilfred Pickles 
School at Tixover Grange 
Dudley, Lincs. The School boasts 
its own United Nations assembly. 
This quartet have widely different 
backgrounds but share a firm 
friendship based on a passion for 
marbles. 


Donald Stopworth is eight, was 
born in Rhodesia, and has been 
at the School for two years. 
Damilola Jegede’s home is in 
Nigeria, he is 13 and this is his 
second year. Hung, 14, is moving 
on to Ingfield Manor School to 
join his two fellow Vietnamese 
compatriots. Keith Grogan is 


-also 14 and from the USA. He 


has been at the Schooi fox three 
years. His father, who works 


~ferent culture, 


for a multi-national com- 
pany, is based in England. 
Hung has been at the 
Society’s Wilfred Pickles 
School in Lincolnshire 
since October 1977 and 
leaves for Ingtield 
Manor at the end oi this 
term. Said his head- 
master Mr Bob Pedder: 
‘He is a_ nice, quiet 
pleasant little boy with 
a cheerful countenance 
and very friendly. 
‘We gave him an 
extended trial here to 
see if he could cope 
because of his early 
deprivation and the dif- 
but we 
think he will probably 


be happier at Ingfield 
with its pace adjusted 
to the slow learning. He 
takes part in as much as 
he can, he speaks reason- 
ably well and can use his 


hands but he is virtually 


confined to a_wheel- 
chair. ~ 
‘He was in a very, 


very poor state when he 
left Vietnam because of 
the neglect and had to 
have several surgical 
procedures which have 
helped. Hung has 
changed completely. In 
fact he is not vastly dit- 
ferent from our other 
children — they are all 
nice boys and girls.’ 
a2 SSS 


~ 


With a BEC Standard Control box, you can handle 


PROPORTIONAL CONTROL 
ALSO AVAILABLE. 


Control’ boxes. 


a BEC portable electric wheelchair. 


It's easy to use... . and it means ‘independence’. 
BEC ‘Standard Control’ box gives a fixed, constant speed 
when the joystick is pushed forward. So it’s a 
‘positive help in cases of spasticity or strokes 
_where co-ordination is difficult. 
To help further, BEC wheelchairs are 


available with left or right-hand ‘Standard 


See how a BEC ‘Standard Control’ box 
can bring independence to hand. 


Complete the coupon for full details of the BEC portable electric wheel chair-range. 
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BIDDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


103, Stourbridge Road, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, B63 3UB. 
Tel: 021-550 7326 


[J Please send brochures and price list. 
[J Please arrange for demonstration (without obligation) 
at the address below. 
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Cash on 
the keys 


ORGAN organisation 
has raised over £1,000 
for the Brough branch 
of the Cumbria Spastics 
Society. Stan Davis sat 
at the organ in the 
Black Swan pub _ at 
Ravenstonedale and 
started to play a mara- 
thon medley. Twelve 
resounding hours later 
Stan flourished into his 
finale piece and the 
Brough kitty swelled by 
ee £1,145. 

When not seated at 
the organ, Stan is a 
Wincanton businessman. 
Certainly his efforts at 
the keyboard struck the 
right note with regulars 
at the Black Swan. 


More people watch Radio Rentals 
Colour than any other, 
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for horticulture seminar 


FROM the tiny seeds of 
individual interest has 
grown a flourishing activity 
spread throughout _ the 
country; horticulture for 
the handicapped. 

In March a_ four-day 
seminar on the subject was 
arranged by the Society at 
its Churchtown Farm Field 
Studies Centre at Lan- 
livery, Cornwall, attended 
by nearly 40 specialists 
concerned in the subject. 


Enthusiasm 

Ted Rhodes, the 
Society's land manage- 
ment adviser explained: 
‘The Society recognised 
that there were a lot of 
people working in the 
field of horticulture for the 
handicapped, so we 
thought it would be a good 
idea to bring them all 
together because a great 


many disciplines are 
involved. Everyone was 
very enthusiastic and it 


was a very successful semi- 
nar. We have formed a 
committee, of which I am 
a member, in order to hold 
further seminars and we 
hope to. increase the ayail- 
ability of horticulture as a 
therapy for handicapped 
people.’ 


OUR picture, above left, 
shows Dr Michael Cotton, 
Warden of Churchtown 
Farm, Mr Alex Moira, a 
founder member and vice- 
chairman of The Spastics 
Society and Mr _ Ted 
Rhodes, the Society’s land 
management adviser, at the 
first seminar on _ horticul- 
ture for the handicapped. 


_ Get 15% 
- discount and 
up to 
_ 4years to pay. 


BL offer a very attractive 
Mobility Scheme for the disabled. 
We'll sell any Mini, Maxi, 
Allegro, Marina, Princess, MG 
or Triumph model, to any 
holder of a Mobility Allow- 
ance, ata 15°, discount on 
our list price. 
We'll do this through a 
BL Cars Ltd, Distributor or 
Main Dealer, who’llalso 
arrange to get the car modi- 
fied in any way necessary 
through one of five specially 
approved companies. me 
_ We have arranged a ey gy Os CT fst 
special finance plan with Lombard BL Distributors and Main 
North Central. With a minimum Dealers, or any branch of 
20%, deposit, up to 4 yearsto pay | Lombard North Central Limited, 
and £10,000 free life cover (subject Or write to: Mobility 
to certain conditions), Scheme Department, BL Cars 
This scheme is open to all Ltd, Longbridge, Birmingham 
Mobility Allowance recipients B31 2TB, for price listand a 
(including relatives of those not complete information pack, 
able to drive), as wellas to Private including an authorisation form 
Car Allowance holders, and to to allow you to proceed with the 
existing trike owners. purchase at your BL dealer, 
Get the full details from all 


Mobility Scheme ESTES ES 
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: poses sized information booklet, q 
at the Airport?’ There’s one for each airport: 
Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Prestwick 
Aberdeen. We'll be happy to send you : 


To: British Airports Authorit Publications, B { 
Wellington Road, Cheriton, Follicstouc Kent. ee Deal 


Find out in our free 
‘Who Looks After You 


Name 


Address 


Achievement Awar 


or Ken 


Cont from Page 3 


handicapped children. He 
also organised a phone 
club for the elderly and 
handicapped whereby 
about 500 people were 
arranged in 20-30 self-help 
groups, each with a leader 
who kept daily contact and 
reported back regularly to 
the social services. 

‘A major achievement in 
Ken’s life has been his 
marriage to Sue, who is a 
spastic, but ambulant, and 


with a Durham ‘degree 
now working. 
‘When Sue is at work 


Ken is fully occupied and 
often to be seen in and 
around Durham in_ his 
chair. Last year in May. 
he organised a sponsored 
drive of 13 miles by which 
he raised over £2,400 for 
the “Save a Baby” Cam- 


APRUL, 4 
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paign! ~ 
‘The final step toward, 
independence for Ken ha 
been to become emplo 
by the Manpower Service 
Commission to set yp 
with one other person, gp 
information agency — jp 
Durham about disable. 
ment.. With his pep 
serverence and’ Organiga, 
tional ability I have pg 
doubts about its ultimay 
success. = 

‘Ken has done mapy 
things but his  partieulg 
achievement, to My mi 
has been, by the qualitie 
of courage, determinatiog 
and tenacity, as well as by 
his organisational ability 
to -achieve an  unusyal 
degree of independence, Ag 
he says, with his own pay 
ticular brand of realist 
thinking, and with no trag 
of self-pity, “I shall sloy 
up more quickly thay 
normal people, so I mug 
do all I can as soon 4 
possible.” * q 


Hats off—to a ne ' 
fund raising idea 


IF you want to get ahead 
with fund-raising, get a 
hat... 

Six of the Friday night 
regulars at ‘the Goytre 
Arnis near Pontypool haye 
been demonstrating that 
fact in the bar for the past 
12 months by wearing a 
succession of over 47 dif- 
ferent millinery creations, 
designed by themselves 
with the help of their wives. 


But the obvious—where 
did you get that hat? was | 
strictly taboo. To cap it | 
all, anyone who stared too- 
hard at the unusual head- | 
gear was promptly fined 
Landlord Stan Evans and 
his wile collected the money. 
ina charity jar and recently” 
they presented a cheque for 
£120 to Mrs Clarrie Wik 


liams, chairman of 
Monmouthshire Spastic 
Society. “a 


any or all of them. 


+a 


cf 


a 


‘STRIKES are having far 
reaching and sometimes 
savage effects on the lives 
of disabled people through- 
out Britain.’ So opened a 
leading article in Feb- 
ruary’s edition of Spastics 
News. The article con- 
tinued to catalogue 
examples where the recent 
public sector and road 
haulage disputes had unfor- 
tunately affected the lives 
of some disabled people 
and the Society’s work. 
However, there was no 
attempt to explain the 
grievances -felt by those 
trade unionists, who yery 
reluctantly and regretfully 
after long negotiations felt 
the need to take industrial 
action. You failed to 
report the hardship faced 
by those involved in the 
disputes, not only during 
the action, but continually 
because of their appallingly 
low wages, even after many 
hours of overtime. 


For too long ‘society and 


. 


“AGRIMOTORS | 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car-Hire Talis 12, 14, 29; 36, 37, 41 and 45 seaters 
_ > are available for local and long-distance travel. 


£ Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


m2, 29, 36, 37, 41, 45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. 
“Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, -as 
=z we specialise in this form of coach hire. 


i. Registered Offices for both companies: 
_ Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 
_.. Deven EX20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 
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ORTHO-KINETICS 
The Series 6300 


he adaptive pushchair 
iat provides — 

Ps Proper positioning 

wm Comfort for the child. * Support 
Pesigned to function as both 
Pushchair and car seat for 

Me disabled child. PLUS full 


lenge of accessories. @ INDIVIDUAL | spastic 
nd to : Ortho-Kineties (UK) Ltd, people, their relatives, 
a CC Division. (Dept. SN 4/79) establishments for the 

, Unit 24, South Hampers: wedustrial Park handicapped, and local | 
| r Totton, Southampton S04 3ZZ. voluntary groups, can 

t telepho advertise in this column 


ne Totton (STD 042 16) 3629. 
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'— and wants 


humour.—Write to Janet 
Marsland, 35 Brayton 
| Avenue, Sale, Nr Man- 
chester. 
BS OR Ie AT RN TT 
GENTLEMAN in middle 


-affected but 


Tel 01-387 9571. 


without charge. Write to | 
the Editor at the address | 
on Page 12. | 


successive governments have 
been prepared to allow the 
public and private sectors to 
employ people in vital com- 
munity work for horrendously 
low remuneration. ‘This js 
intolerable and, after years of 
campaigning, unions such as 
NUPE, GMWU, COHSE and 
TGWU, decided that they had 
no option left but to partici- 
pate in industrial. action, if 
sentiment was ever going to 
be turned into tangible cash, 
Not only do the workers need 
more money on which to live, 
but also higher waves are 
needed if there is to be effec- 
tive recruiting into these ser- 
Vices, on which we all, especi- 
ally the disabled, so depend. 


‘Last people’ 


Those working inthe caring 
and serving trades are the last 
people to wish to inflict pain 
and hardship. on society, 
especially upon the weakest, 
but sadly society has given 
them no alternative but to take 
industrial action — action in 
which they sought to minimise 
this hardship. 

If we are serious in our 
efforts, as we are, to reduce 
the appalilingly high incidence 
of baby deaths and needless 
handicap, we should be 
actively supporting the 
demands of the low paid for a 
decent minimum income. 
Poverty and social deprivation 
are causes of some of these 
tragedies, low pay is a major 
contributor to these causes. 
For example, how can low paid 
families afford proper diets 
for mothers during pregnancy? 


—_——__—_____. 


Your offers — 


FOR SALE. B.E.C. 24 
chair with dual control, 
battery pack, charger and 
comfy cover plus spare 
battery pack, nine months 
old and still under guaran- 
tee. Asking price £400. 
Apply: Dobsen, 2 Harris 
Court, Hillcrest Road, 
Hockley, Essex SS5 4QB. 
Tel: Hockley 6996. 


MALE pen pals wanted 
age 18-25. Good sense of 


years, athetoid but independent 
for .personal needs, speech 
understandable, 
seeks a person or family to go 
for regular holiday periods on 
a paying basis. Leves country 
and sca. — Please reply to 
Merle Dayies, Administrative 
Assistant (Holidays), 16 Fitz- 
roy Square, London WIP 5HQ. 


FOR sale: Batric Invalid 
Chair. Good condition. 
£20.—Apply the Adver- 
liser, 65 Calbourne Road, 
Balham, London SW12. 
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In January you reported 
that Liverpeol dockers, mem- 
bers of the TGWU, handed 
over £18,000 worth of back-pay 
to charity and much of this 
money will go towards paying 
for services for blind and 
handicapped children and to 
saving babies from avoidable 
death and handicap. This is 
the reality of honest and com- 
passionate trade unions — the 
same unions which you set out 
to chastise. 

It is all too common to 
knock the British trade union 
movement — Fleet Street does 
it daily — but surety Spastics 
News could attempt to be Jess 
partial in its news coverage. 

Mr JOHN TIZARD, 
Prospective Parliamentary 
Candidate, 


Arundel Constituency 
Labour Party. 


| TUG BACKS ‘SAVE 
‘A BABY’ CAMPAI 
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SPASTICS NEWS ¢ 


Yoga and | 


a‘calm 
spirit’ 


| WAS thrilled to read 
your informative article 
about yoga and its benefits 
for handicapped people. I 
do hope it will encourage 
many more spastics to take 
up an activity which is not 
only enjoyable however 
limited your exercises must 


es 


CIARA SAHARA ANA vad one 


aids relaxation and what I 
can only describe as a 
‘calm spirit’. 

ee ae 


My hope is that the 
article in Spasties News 
will encourage more cen- 
tres for the handicapped 


@ 
— or pr Gisé to provide yoga _instruc- 


tion, which in my opinion 


them? . much more valuable 
e than 


so «many of the 
Surely Mr Tizard does not ‘sports’ which are provided. 


Be 


believe that the disabled Mrs J. K. 
did not suffer in’ the Rochdale. 
strikes? 

As for ‘knocking’ the 0 h ; 
trade unions—the reverse ur sc 00 
ule Spacing News ip SINCE your article on the 
been full of praise for the Bobath. Centre appeared jn 


way the trade union move- 
ment has supported the 
‘Save a. Baby’ campaign, 
as the front page of the 
December issue, _repro- 
duced above, proves. I 
could show you many more 
examples. The Spastics 
Society knows that trade 
union support is vital.— 
Editor. 


Spastics News, we have had 
several inquiries Tegardine the 
nursery school. This has been: 
under consideration for, some 
time, but because of the 
financial problems involved in 
the project, it has now been 
decided not to proceed with 
the school. 

Mrs J. Bryce. Principal, 

The Bobath Centre, 

London NW3 5 RN. 


AT LAST! Safety 


for Se 
the 


seating 


tics of all ages... 
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dirt a FI . 
Never before has there been a specially 
designed set of furniture for the 
handicapped that can grow with the 
child and provide the very best and 
safest environment in practical terms, 
when eating, toileting etc., or for 7 
amusement when playing games, { 
drawing, writing or modelling. ae 


These versatile units:- 


@ are all interchangeable to suit 
practically every situation. 

@ have no catches, nuts and bolts or 
sharp corners to injure the occupant, 

@ slot together by patented “V”’ shaping, 

@ are available in larger sizes to 
accommodate adult patients and have 
underseat drawers, shelves etc. 

@ are upholstered in fire retardent 


materials. F 


The SAFESEAT has been shown on B.B.C. TV's “Pebble Mill 
at One” programme when it aroused great interest and stocks 


are Now available for purchase by the general public. For 4 
further information, write to:- - 


TRECARN ENGINEERING LTD 


25,WILLESLEY ROAD, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH, LEICESTERSHIRE, LE6 504 


lephone: y-de-la- 
Telephone: Ashby-de-la-Zouch 2802 a SN AN 


be. but in my experience, — 
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He represented all disabled people on ‘Operation Drake’ 


Home—with a dusty wheelchair 
“= anda taste tol 


a ct VU eC N t U r e actual exploration 


next month Paul was; 
living under canvas 
style, making do with, 
WHILE his fellow residents at the Hydon Hill De OF ki ante 
Cheshire home at Godalming, Surrey, were Wee ge 
snowed in and doing their chores, Paul Hanson coe me, I got on very ng 
was flying in a helicopter with a combat pilot at 48 fact I think l aan 
the controls, sailing in a square masted brigantine, managed wi rout @n | 
and propelling his wheelchair through the 
jungles east of Panama City. Summing up his two 
months with ‘Operation Drake’ — he has just 
returned from the adventure trip — Paul, a radio 


om 


: 


The Young Explorers yy 
friendly I think they y 
have given me the very 
help I require. , 

Days were usually po 
the archaeology tent ya 


X'S 


ss de 


r 


® HAVE wheelchair — will travel is Paul Hanson’s motto from now on. 
Paul, 47, with some of the exotic gifts he brought back for his wife, 
Hazel. Taking part in ‘Operation Drake’ meant that Paul had missed 


celebrating their seventh wedding anniversary together. 


The lady of 
mystery... 


‘A MYSTERY woman hurried 
into Barrow and_ District 
Spastic and Handicapped 
Children’s Society Daycare 
Centre in Barrow, handed over 
an envelope and dashed away. 

‘We asked for her name, 
said a member of the centre 
staff, ‘but she said “No, no” 
and hurried off.’ 

When the envelope was 
opened two £10 notes fell out. 


Streaking Sharks! 


WHAT'S black and blue and streaks through the 
water like lightning? The answer is the Shropshire 
Sharks. That’s the new name for the Shropshire 
Spastics Swimming Club. The previous title was 
too much of a Jaws-ful, according to Ted Cowen, 
the club organiser. And according to their loca! 
paper, the Shrewsbury Chronicle, the Shropshire 
Sharks have been banned from several galas for 
swimming too fast! 

The swimmers now have blue and _ black 
sweat shirts with sharks printed on them. 


_ There area hundred 


reasons why ~ 


people wet the bed 


But theres no 
reason inthe world 


why they should lie init 


absorbent bed sheets 
a unique development 
giving improved 
comfort and dignity 


Interested? 

If so, please write for booklet 

HOW KYLIE CAN HELP 

Kylie Advisory Service 

Nicholas Laboratories, 225 Bath Road 
Slough, England SL14AU 


Kylie is a trademark. Worldwide patents pending 


ham, said laconically: ‘Towards the end my wheel- 


chair got a bit dusty. 

‘The worst moment,’ 
he told Spastics News, 
was when ‘one of the 
giant crabs that scut- 
tled about our camp all 
night found its way 
into our tent’. 


Paul, a severely handi- 
capped spastic, was chosen 
to represent all disabled 
people on a voyage of 
exploration under _ the 
patronage of Prince 
Charles. ‘I met Prince 
Charles at the dedication 
ceremony for the ship, the 
Eye of the Wind, and he 
stopped to talk for quite a 
while. He asked me about 
my radio operating, and 
asked Hazel, my wife, why 
she wasn’t coming with me. 


She told him the heat was 
too much.’ 

The ship sailed from 
Plymouth in October but 
Paul joined the expedition 
on January 14 to miss 
some of the worst of the 
tropical summer. First 
stop was Panama City 
where Paul and his escort 
John Hockley, a Guildford 
police cadet, whose mother 
used to be the Cheshire 
Home’s matron, 
month at the tactical head- 
guarters to give Paul a 
chance to acclimatise. Paul 
spent his time doing radio 
checks and listening 
watches and working on 
reports. ane 

Then came the flight 150 
miles east to Caledonia 
Bay, the base camp of the 


Stars shine as 
fund raisers 


ACTRESS Angharad Rees 
of ‘Poldark’ fame together 
with actor husband Chris- 
topher Cazenove who is 
currently appearing in 
Alan Ayckbourn’s ‘Joking 


Apart? at the Globe 
Theatre, pictured when 
they attended a _ Stars 


Organisation Spastics party 
given by ‘Legends’ club 
owner Campbell Palmer 
which raised £5,000. 

It has been a busy fund- 
raising time for SOS mem- 
bers. When Blazer’s Club 
in Windsor held the Club 
Mirror National Club Acts 
Award, David Jacobs 
assisted in the presentation 
on behalf of SOS, and now 
looks forward to receiving 


a cheque for a minimum 
of £5,000 towards the ‘Save 
A Baby’ campaign. 


TOP QUALITY PENS” 


Diestamped with 30 Gold Letters and Spa 


£3-24 


Minimum order for pens 200 


| 

I 
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| DIARIES ALSO AVA 7 
ORDERS DESPATCHED SAME DAY. 
| Sale or return—full refund on pens return 
" Samples 2 x 9p stamps—please try before yo 
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Supplied to the UK only 


ABBEY WHOLESAL 


974-976 LONDON ROAD, TRENT VA 


spent a- 


the finds dug up on {hk 
of the Scottish scttleng 
Port St Andrew which 
disappeared 200 years 

As well as the archaeo| 
dig, there was ship sil 
in the Bay — the} 
Indians who visited th 
each day told them | 
wrecks, and up in the 
Forest a team was jw 
on a project trying to dj 
why the forest was dis) 
ing. r 


J . 
Copter trip 

‘I was very disappoi 
that was the one place] 
not get to — my whe 
could not manage the 
terrain. I had hoped 
there in the helicopte 
supply drop but tha 
impossible so TL was 
trip in it instead. 7 
told me he had been: 
pilot and he gave 
amazing flight—low. 
the bay, sfall tur 
Ways up and down 
runway. 9 
‘I cannot swim by 
bathed on the raft use 
wreck divers in the 
then one day I wa 
board the Eye of th 
I think that ~ was 
experience. I'd never 
2 Sailing ship or dre 
{ would get the chat 
‘I had not knoy 
to expect at all dur 
trip, but it was ver 
easier than I h 
to believe. It vy 
ing how easy it | 
really, and I thinki 
just how much 4 
capped person cand 
they are given the! 
said Paul, who wa 
sored by a retired DI 
man, a recluse fi 
Jersey. a 
And two days # 
return with his tat 
magnificent brow! 
knew he was back! 
alming. Though ! 
officially springtim 


+ STANDARD CHA 
PER 100 PENS fe 
(VAT PAID) + 


had started snowill 


POST & PACK 
80 PENCE 
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| Cash windfall for 


the parachutist 


" FREE - fall parachutist 
wMrs Jean Christie 
‘ jumped for joy when 
mse heard that she had 
i won £2,500 on 


ments have prevented her 
from reaching 100 jumps. 

Jean, who has been a 
member of the Spastics 
Pool for about eight years, 


. 


the received her cheque from 

WySpastics Pool first Commander Archie 
dividend. Cameron, Director of the 
Three years ago, 32- Scottish Council for Spas- 
pyear-old Jean, of West tics. Mrs J. Wailaze. Jean’s 
It Torbain, Kirkaldy, broke collector, received a bonus 
her leg on her 99th para- cheque for £125. Presens 
i chute jump and bad tation arrangements were 


=, Weather and other commit- made by regional manager, 


aK Winifred Moore, vice-president of the Bristol 
imociety for the Mentally Handicapped, receiving the keys 
jot a mini-bus from Mr Douglas Arter, chairman of the 
(Good Neighbours Trust, at Westmorland House, the 
headquarters of the Spastics Pool in Bristol. It was the 
ourth mini-bus to be presented to charitable organisa- 
tions from money raised through the ‘Spot-the-Ball’ com- 
petitions fer Spastics Pool supporters. 


J. R. ADAMS 
(Newcastle) Ltd 
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TRANSPORT 
» CONTRACTORS 


i FISHER STREET 
| WALKER 
/ NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE6 4NA 


EN Wallsend 62-3271/2'3 
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Pictured, left to right, are 


Jean, Mr Winstanley, Com- 


mander Cameron and Mrs 
Wallace. 


Jim Winstanley and area 
supervisor, David Cunning- 
ham. 


News about 


the 
Spastics Pool 


} 


IT was a 
moment for 
old Karen Turner, a 
student at The Spastics 


rewarding 
17-year- 


Society's Beaumont 
College, when she sold 
her first painting. And 
a proud moment, too, 
for Director of Studies 
Alan Brindley and John 


Pickles, lecturer in art 
and craft (pictured 
with Karen) at the 


College, who have both 
encouraged Karen to 
persevere with’ her 
Painting. 

Karen’s work of art is 
an abstract in blue and 
orange, painted by mouth, 
and the commission came 


from Lancaster University 
Students Union. The £50 


s # % 


ae) 
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which they paid for it was 
a gift from their Vice- 
Chancellor Sir Charles 
Carter. The painting will 
hang in the reception area 
in the Union. 

‘We're delighted for 
Karen’s sake and it illus- 
trates very well what we’re 
trying to encourage here. 
For Karen her painting can 
be a life long leisure 
activity as well as fulfilling 
her personality potential,’ 


commented Alan Brindley. 
‘She’s remarkably persever- 
ing in spite of the difficulty 
she has in handling paint.’ 
John Pickles addéd: 
‘Karen is an intelligent girl 
and she’s well able to 
handle complicated ideas. 
In her picture she was 
exploring space and reces- 
sion and using colour to 
create depth.’ 
Picture by 
Lancaster Guardian 


£10-a-week. 


Fill in the coupon so that 
we can send you leaflet NI.211 which 
includes a claim form and tells you 


If you are aged 60 or under 
(Le. if you were born after 
6 June 1918) you should 
claim Mobility Allowance now. 
Claims can also be made 
for children.aged 5 or over. 
This is a benefit to help 
severely disabled people who are 
unable (or almost unable) to walk. 
It is up to you how you use 
the Mobility Allowance to help you 
get about. The allowance is worth 


more about the scheme. Or you can 
ask at your local Social Security 


office. 


Pino 


a 


Claim now for anyone aged 5-60. 


To: Mobility Alowanee Unit, DHSS, Norcross, Blackpool FY5 3TA 


Please 


end me a copy of leaflet NI.21] 


Age 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) 


Remember only claims for those aged 5-60 can be a: 


l 
l 
l 
i Address____ 
H 
I 
! 


about Mobility Allowance. | 


— iV 


Pestcode 


cepted now. Others 


under age 65 will qualify later 


MOB] /SN 


issued by te Department of Health and Social Security, 
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Special Award 
for Year of 
the Child 


1979 — The _ Inter- 
national Year of the 
Child. And who 
deserves more attention 
at this time than child- 


ren who are struggling. 


through life with handi- 
caps? 
In this special year, 


The Spastics Society has 


decided to focus the 
spotlight on _ these 
courageous young 
people by making its 
Annual Achievement of 
the Year Award open 
‘only to children with 
‘handicaps of any type 
from the age of five to 
16 years. Candidates 
‘from any part of the 
British Isles are eligible. 

The citation is ‘for the 
‘bravest or most out- 
standing effort or 
- achievement in any field 
by children who have 
been handicapped since 
- birth or who haye 
suffered handicap by the 
age of five years.’ 

So if you. know a 
child who is blind, deaf, 
spastic, paralysed or 
handicapped in any 
way, but who is cheerful 
and outgoing, or who 
has reached some diffi- 
cult goal through sheer 
determination, the 
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Society wants to hear 
from you. 

Nominations are 
invited from parents, 
brothers, sisters, other 
relatives, friends, neigh- 
bours, school teachers, 


doctors, nurses and 
others. 
The winner will 


receive a cheque for 
£250 and a silver cup, 
the second prize winner 
will receive a £50 
cheque, the third prize 
winner a £25 cheque. 
All those mamed as 
finalists will receive an 
inscribed medal. 

As well, The Spastics 
Society will pay all the 
expenses for _ finalists 
and their escorts to 
come to London for a 
super celebration lunch, 
followed. by the prize- 
giving ceremony. 

For nomination 
forms, please write to 
Mrs Nina Heycock, 
27/33 Harrington Gar- 
dens, London, SW7 4JT, 
who is organising the 
event on behalf of The 
Spastics Society. 
Closing date for entries 
will be December 1 
1979, but applications 
may be sent any time 
from now. 
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Director receives 
4 CBE at the Palac 


IN an Investiture ceremony at Buckingham Palace” 
in March Mr James Loring, the Society’s Director 
received his CBE from the Queen. = 

The award, gazetted in the New Year's 
Honours List marked 19 years tireless and un. 
stinting efforts by Mr Loring on behalf of Bri. 
tain’s disabled, and there to see the presentation” 
Anita and his elder son, 


were Mr Loring’s wife 
Ulick. 


Tt was in 1960 that Mr Loring joined the Society as. 
Treasurer, and seven years later he was appointed Direc. 
tor of Britain’s leading charity for the handicapped. 
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A NEW jumbo ambu- 
lance has joined the 
existing fleet of ‘magic 
carpet’ vehicles run by 
the Across Trust, en- 
abling severely handi- 
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Cont. from Page 
Metropolitan Police 
Cadets. There will be free- 
fall parachutists, a carnival 
from the Islington Dance 
Factory and a children’s 
play from the Royal Court 
Theatre. 

The Great Children’s 
Party has two aims; first 
to give the children, and 
especially the handicapped 
children, a memorable and 


That 


enjoyable day, and 
secondly to provide an 
opportunity for the many 
organisations, like The 
Spastics Society, dedicated 
to helping children and 
solving their problems, to 
display their special 
interests and gather sup- 
port for their work. ; 

Local spastics groups 
are asked to apply as soon 
as possible for tickets for 


t Children 2 Party 


the Great Children’s Party 
to Ann Hithersay at 12 
Park Crescent, London, 
WIN 4EQ. There will be 
limited accommodation at 
the Societys Family 
and Assessment Centre at 
Fitzroy Square for families, 
and staff at Park Crescent 
are busy arranging for 
overnight accommodation 
elsewhere, for children 
from outside London. 


1979 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF _ | 
THE COLLEGE OF OCCUPATIONAL 


THERAPISTS AND 
northern naidex 9 


REGIONAL AIDS FOR THE DISABLED EXHIBITION 


THE ROYAL BATHS ASSEMBLY 
ROOMS HARROGATE YORKSHIRE 


17th, 18th, 19th MAY 1979 


Manufacturers of aids and associations for the disabled will be 
displaying their latest equipment and services for the handicapped, 
which includes wheelchairs, stairlifts, hoists, kitchen, bathroom, 

toilet aids, and electronic teaching devices, 


FREE ADMISSION TO THE EXHIBITION’ 


The exhibition will be of special interest to the disabled community 
and to persons concerned with the welfare of the handicapped, 


Conference details: 
Assistant Secretary 
The College of Occupational Therapists, 


20 Rede Place. Bayswater, London W2 41U 


Telephone: 01-229 9738/9 


Exhibition details and tickets: 
Naidex Conventions Limited, 
‘Temple House, 36 High Streef, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1JG, 
‘Telephone; 0732 59533/4 


SFOR INFORMATION ON LOW-COST RAIL TRAVEL PLEASE CONTACT NAIDEX CONVENTIONS LIMITED, 


SN'AIS 


They took John 
to their hearts 


os 


JANE Harte had no 
doubts as to who.was 
the principal guest at 
her wedding in Nor- 
thampton. to Philip 
Lewis. It had to be her 
spastic foster brother 
John Allison, aged 11. 
For it was Jane who 
discovered John when 
she was training as a 
nursery nurse in Lon- 
don. He was a tiny, 
helpless baby and she 
took him home one 
weekend to Northamp- 
ton to meet her par- 
ents, Mr and Mrs C. R. 
Harte, sister Sara, and 


brother Patrick. 
The whole family fell in 


Sara with John 


THE family who are all, 


‘heart’—from left to right, 
who is 
handing a lucky wooden 
spoon to Jane, with Philip 
Lewis looking on. 
Picture by courtesy of the 
Northampton Chronicle 
' and Echo 


love with John and he has 
been with them ever since. 
Now he goes to a North- 
ampton schooi for handi- 
capped children, coming 
home every weekend. 


John cannot walk or talk . 


but he loves. being with 
people and the wedding 


gave him the thrill of rid- - 


ing in the Rolls Royce 
wedding car, 


New jumbo for 
“magic carpet’ 


-unheard of. Now we cai 


- lin — Rome” and the doo 


grimages to Lourdes anda 


capped people to 
travel throughout 
Europe: either on pil. 
grimages or on hole 
days. a 

The fifth Jumbulance, 
launched by Jimmy 
Savile, OBE, on March 
21, cost £80,000, whic 
makes it the second 
most expensive  pas- 
senger carrying vehicle 
in the worlds — Presi 
dent Carter’s State 
limousine’ being — the 
first. y 

‘A few vears ago the 
prospect of taking % 
severely handicapped per 
son anywhere at all with 
out major discomfort wa 


say the magic wort 
“Europe — Paris — Ba 


are open,’ said Jim. ; 

Over 4,000 handicappa 
passengers have travelle 
across Europe on fp 


holidays in France, Bel 
gium, Holland, Germaii 
Switzerland, Austria, Ital 
and Poland since th 
scheme “began: (3am 

Many residents at estab 
lishments run by Th 
Spastics Society, such 3 
Drummonds, Princes 
Marina and Coombe F: 
Centres, are regular 
appreciative users of f 
unique facilities provide 
by the Across Trust. 

Drummonds, | 
example, have made bod 
ings for 14 residents th 
year and the first holit 
makers of the season ¥ 
Joan Chandler and Sidi 
Habgood, joining Jum 
lance Mark 1 on its fi 
trip this year to Bayaria 

Another —holidaymal 
on Jumbulance Mark 
first spring trip is / 
Watkin, a resident 
Coombe Farm Cell 
Croydon. 
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